Rules when posting messages:
· Be polite when using the discussion boards. Aggressive or spiteful behaviour will not be tolerated.
· No illegal or offensive content may be posted. Harassing, insulting, abusive, threatening, harmful, obscene, profane, sexual, sexist, racially offensive or otherwise objectionable material is unacceptable.

· If you use multiple log-ins for the purpose of disrupting the discussion board or annoying other users you may have action taken against your account.

· Advertising on the GovernorNet discussion boards is prohibited. Any form of advertising found will be deleted.

· Spamming (repeatedly posting the same message a number of times) is prohibited and such messages will be deleted.

· Keep to the topic. The purpose of the threads on the discussion board is to allow users to post messages relating to school governance issues, so please not to post off-topic material.

· Impersonating other users is strictly prohibited and will be actioned.

· Inappropriate use of other people's usernames will result in the offender being banned from the discussion board.

· Users may refer to and recommend other websites, but if messages contain the addresses of inappropriate or offensive websites, appropriate action will be taken.

· Deliberate or inappropriate use of the GovernorNet administrator's email address may lead to action being taken against your account.

· Unless offensive or inappropriate as outlined above, a discussion will not be censored. 

· Posts will not be edited in ways that change the views expressed in it. However, posts may  be edited for clarity or grammar.
Safety
Ensure that you act in a responsible manner when building relationships with other users of the discussion board. If you decide to meet with other members, always do so in a public place. It is also advisable to make your arrangements known to a family member or friend.

About the law
By registering on GovernorNet and using the discussion board, you agree to only post materials onto the discussion board which are your own original work. You may not violate or infringe the rights of third parties (including copyright, trademark, trade-secret, privacy, personal, publicity, or proprietary rights). If you quote third-party materials this must be clearly indicated, and it is your responsibility to ensure that no copyright laws are broken,
If these rules are broken
Should a user be found to be contravening these rules, action will be taken against their account which could lead to a warning, banning or legal action, as appropriate.

Feedback about the discussion boards, or GovernorNet in general should be sent to: governornet.team@dfes.gsi.gov.uk.
Questions for the Department of Education and Skills, or questions regarding general government policy on education should be directed to info@dfes.gsi.gov.uk.
Queries related to school governance issues should be sent to governornet.team@dfes.gsi.gov.uk.
