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Future vision

The DCSF lays the foundations for streamlined
school governance heralded in the Children’s Plan

of our play areas public schools

The Government has set out its
intention to consult governors
on proposals for smaller, strategic
governing bodies.

The proposals for reform are
outlined in the Children’s Plan,
described by Secretary of State
Ed Balls as a “more ambitious
view of the role of the school
and therefore a more ambitious
view of the role of governors”.

The DCSF believes smaller,
highly skilled governing bodies,
along with improved training for
their members, will set the pace
for more effective governance.
Schools Minister Jim Knight is to

chair a ministerial working
group to discuss the proposals
for smaller governing bodies
with stakeholders. One of
the first opportunities for
consultation will be a conference
to be held in June, ‘Refocusing
the Role of Governors’ (see
Conference Call, page two).
Mr Knight will be a key speaker
at the event.

A DCSF spokesperson said:
“Streamlining governing
bodies will be a force for raising
standards and for increased
accountability. Smaller governing
bodies tend to be more effective

and highly skilled. They are
successful because they focus on
their primary role of monitoring
and accountability. They will
also secure a better focus in
governing bodies recruiting
people with the right skills.”
The National Governors’
Association (NGA) has
welcomed streamlining
proposals. Chief executive Phil
Revell said: “The NGA does
not see the proposal to reduce
the size of governing bodies
as a threat — many governing
bodies could be smaller without
becoming less effective.”

"7 Playing out gets a big pay-out

More than £200 million is being made
available to Local Authorities across the
country to improve outdoor play areas.
Sixty-five Local Authorities in
England have been invited to bid for
the funding as part of the Government’s
£235 million investment programme.
Of these, 15 ‘winners’ were set to be
named as ‘play pathfinders’ as Governors
went to press, each receiving around
£2 million in funding. They will work
with local communities to develop

T

e

i part it for

A

children, schools and families

innovative, landscaped play sites.
Other Local Authorities that put in a
satisfactory bid will receive £1 million
each to create public play areas.

All Local Authorities can take part in
another bidding round in the autumn,
from which a further 15 ‘pathfinders’
will be chosen.

The Government has also launched
‘Fair Play’, a consultation on its play
strategy. To read and respond, visit:
www.dcsf.gov.uk /publications /fairplay




ON THE BOX

Every Monday from
7pm to 8pm is Governors
Hour on Teachers
TV, with programmes
that are devoted to
the issues faced by
governing bodies.
Programmes in this
slot over the coming
weeks include: Healthy
Schools (12 May),
Race and Religion
(19 May) and Being
Chair/ Economics of
Education (26 May).
For details of these
and other programmes
for school governors,
visit: www.teachers.tv
/governors

ACADEMY
EXPANSION

The academies
programme is gaining
pace, with an extra

10 being created in

the next two years.

The new schools will

cost less to set up, as
efficiency savings are

set to slash the start-up
bill from £4.15 million

to £3.5 million. The
programme forms part
of the National Challenge
campaign for 30 per cent
of pupils in all schools to
achieve five A*-C GCSEs
by 2012. www.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/academies
I

SPECIALIST

A total of 89 schools
have recently achieved
specialist status -
including 24 Special
Schools.

This means that
88 per cent of all
maintained secondary
schools are now
specialist, and 25 Local
Authorities are 100 per
cent specialist.

The new schools will
officially operate under
their specialist status
from September.

Sports colleges are getting
millions of pounds to help
them improve facilities so they
can be used around the clock
and throughout the year.

Over the next three years,
the DCSF will give £30 million
to spend on refurbishing grass
pitches and installing drainage,
creating floodlit artificial turf

pitches, and building new
sports halls. The money will be
directed at those sports colleges
most in need, and for whom
the Building Schools for the
Future (BSF) programme is
still some way off. Over the
next 10 to 15 years, BSF will
rebuild or refurbish every
secondary school in England,

New goals for school sport

but some sports colleges
simply cannot wait that long.
The funding is part of
a wider campaign to end the
‘no ball games’ culture, helping
to give children and young
people out-of-school sports
provision by opening up local
facilities such as basketball and
tennis courts for longer hours.

Conference call

A conference, ‘Refocusing the Role of Governors’,
will be taking place on 2 June at the TUC building
Congress House, Great Russell Street, London
WCI. Speakers include Jim Knight, Minister for
Schools and Learners, and John West-Burnham,
writer and consultant.

This conference will provide a forum for
a detailed review of the possible futures for school
governance. The presentations and discussions
will focus on proposals for smaller, more strategic
governing bodies; governing bodies that are
working across clusters and federations; issues
around children’s wellbeing and mental health;
and linking equity and social cohesion.

The event is organised by the Children’s Services
Network (CSN) in association with the National
Governors’ Association, Co-ordinators of
Governor Services and ContinYou. For booking
details, visit: www.csn.info
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Admissions

Schools Minister Jim Knight
has written to schools and Local
Authorities to remind them
of the need to follow the new
School Admissions Code
as they set arrangements for
entry in September 2009.
Some Local Authorities
and schools that manage their
own admission arrangements
have not complied with the
law in setting their admission
arrangements for 2008, and
are urged to get their policies
in line for September 2009.
In a letter to headteachers
and chairs of governors, Mr
Knight calls on schools, Local
Authorities and Admission
Forums to make sure they

“scrutinise and, where
necessary, challenge admission
arrangements to ensure that
they comply” — so that all
children have a fair chance

of attending a school of their
parents’ choice.

The new code came into
force in February 2007 to
bring greater clarity, fairness
and objectivity to admissions.
This year’s consultation round
(for 2009 /10 admissions)
was the first time admission
authorities for schools designated
as having a religious character
were required to consult
their religious authorities
on proposed arrangements.

More information »
View the School Admissions Code at:
www.dcsf.gov.uk/sacode

Photography: Getty Images, Guy Farrow (Learning Curve) Words: Margaret Kubicek (Learning Curve)



NEWS UPDATE

Review of sex education launched

www.dcsf.gov.uk/sreguidance

Actionon
absenteeism

Absences from class are at an
all-time low, but schools must
do more to deal with persistent
absentees, says Minister for
Young People Kevin Brennan.
He is challenging schools

to cut persistent absence by

at least a third by 2011, and has
written to all authorities, asking
them to tackle the causes of
absenteeism, ensuring good

behaviour and making parents
accountable. This year, it is likely
that overall absences will be
shown to have fallen by eight
per cent when compared with
2002/2003 - hitting the
reduction target. But, says Mr
Brennan: “While we have cut the
amount of persistent absence -
from 7.1 per cent to 6.7 per cent -
in the last year, it is still the
major challenge we must tackle.”
For more details, visit: www.dcsf.
gov.uk/schoolattendance

LEARNING CURVE

Digging in
for success

overnors bring a range of personal
and professional skills to their
role - applying them in a way that
benefits their school is a common
feature of successful governing bodies.
At New Mills Primary in Derbyshire,
governors have been instrumental in
driving forward an innovative plan to
transform their school’s outdoor learning
environment. Enhancing playgrounds and
outdoor learning is a growing priority for
many schools, and the DCSF has announced
a new play investment programme. It is
also launching guidance to help teachers
with school visits (see ‘Focus on Learning
Outside’, page 5, for more details).

New Mills’ acting headteacher Claire
Whetstone says her governors are keen to
bring their expertise and experience to the
school: “This is just what we want. One of
our community governors, Jeff Lawson, is
a landscape architect. And vice-chair and
parent governor Deborah Cowsill is our
science link governor,” she explains. “We
had been talking about using the outdoor
space more in the curriculum, and the
project was really driven forward by the
enthusiasm they gave.”

New Mills governors found out about
an organisation that works with schools
to improve their outdoor space. It is called
Grounds4Change, and its team made a site
visit to New Mills, meeting Claire and Jeff
to discuss ideas, including a living willow
dome and separate areas for an allotment,
a butterfly garden and wildflower meadow.
Meanwhile, Jeff played a lead role alongside
Claire in pupil visits to the local allotment
society and a community orchard. The aim
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was to inspire children about what they
could do in their school grounds.

Jeff believes being directly involved
in school initiatives has made him “more
relevant as a governor”. He explains: “It’s
nice to use my knowledge and skills in the
school and make a difference.”

Work on New Mills’
grounds began in the
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by the fast pace of developments. Vice-chair
Deborah Cowsill feels that, in addition to
the good working relationship between
governors and the acting headteacher, the
governing body’s relatively new committee
structure means governors are working in a
way that is both meaningful and efficient.
She says: “We now
have a committee

autumn, with the living “IT HAS MADE ME arrangement that deals
thanstofundingtron  MIORE RELEVANT S0 PR
the school’s parent AS A GOVERNOR on a more regular basis

student association. In

than full governors.

January, a ‘digging day’
was held to prepare the ground for the
separate areas, with participation from
governors, staff, parents and children. More
areas are planned, including a tree nursery
that will see each class plant a tree as a
legacy when they leave the school.

The passion of those involved in New
Mills’ outdoor project has been matched

“They discuss
initiatives, the school development plan
and targets. That committee structure
has really enabled us to have the freedom
to move forward on things more quickly -
and for the governing body to work
much more closely with the school to
ensure it meets its targets and enriches
the children’s experience.”

governors | www.governornet.co.uk | 3
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History lessons at Auschwitz

Some 4,000 sixth-formers will
visit Auschwitz this year in a
Government drive to ensure
young people understand the
horrors of the Holocaust.
Since 2006, the Government
has supported the Holocaust
Educational Trust’s Lessons
from Auschwitz programme,
where teenagers tour the
death camp in Poland and

GOVERNORS’
MANUAL

The latest edition of A
Manual for Governing
Bodies and their Clerks,
published by Information
for School and College
Governors (ISCG), is

now available.

The publication
provides ideas for good
practice on every issue
that a governor is likely
to be faced with. It also
covers the main points of
law along with references
to regulations, guidance
and other more detailed
documents. To order
(£18 per copy), email:
iscg@governors.uk.com
or call 020 7229 0200.

share their learning with
fellow pupils. It will continue
to offer £1.55 million a year
to the project in England over
the next three years.

The money means that two
pupils from every secondary
school and college in England
will be able to visit Auschwitz
in the next three years.
www.lfaproject.org.uk

 RESOU -(-Ei_

CAREERS MENTORING
GUIDANCE 2012 e Natiorl G ,
e National Governors
The DCSF has published PARALYMPI CS Association, with the
three options/career The Paralympic National Co-ordinators
guidance booklets for Handover, taking of Governor Services
secondary pupils and place on 17 September, (NCOGS) and with the
their parents, to be will provide a fantastic support of the DCSF, has
used in school by careers | opportunity for published a framework
tutors and teachers: young people to lead for governor associations
Which Way Now? (KS4 celebrations in schools, to develop a mentoring
options), It’s Your Choice | learning more about the scheme for chairs
(post-16 learning and Paralympic Movement of governing bodies.
work options) and and what it means to The framework offers
Parents and Carers welcome the world to detailed guidance,
of Year 9 Students. the UK for the Games. including case studies,
To download the London 2012 and a leaflet to help
booklets for printing, is developing an recruit potential
or to view interactive online resource and an mentors.
versions of these education programme For downloads, visit:
guides, go to: linked to Olympic and www.nga.org.uk
www.connexions Paralympic values. www | /gdncedocs.aspx or
-direct.com Jondon2012.com/get GovernorNet
eesssssssssssss | -involved/education I
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New formula

Governors and headteachers
are being invited to aid a
major review of how funding
for schools is distributed to
Local Authorities.

The DCSEF is working with
its partners on a new formula
for use from 2011 /12. The
development phase is under
way, looking at issues such
as how funding is given for
educational disadvantage, how
the costs of rural schools are
met and how funding could
help boost pupil attainment.
Visit: www.teachernet.gov.uk
/dsgformulareview

Play safe

The Staying Safe Action Plan
proposes the creation of a
child safety education coalition
to ensure that more children,
including disabled children,
have access to activities such

as Crucial Crew or LASER
centres. There will also be
new guidance on bullying, and
a review of safety education
materials for PSHE. The plan
will also make it easier for
teaching staft to take children
on trips, by offering more help
and advice, less bureaucracy
and ‘quality badges’ for
destinations. Visit: www.
everychildmatters.gov.uk/
stayingsafe

INFORMATION

www.governornet.co.uk
Useful information for all
school governors
www.nga.org.uk
National Governors’ Association
(NGA). Tel: 0121 643 5787
I1SCG
Information for School

and College Governors.
Tel: 020 7229 0200

Www.sgoss.org.uk
SGOSS recruits and brokers
volunteers to become governors
in schools. Tel: 0870 241 3883
www.teachernet.gov.uk
/schoolinfocus
Celebrating innovative work in
our nation’s schools

Photograph courtesy of the Holocaust Educational Trust. Tomato photog



NEWS UPDATE

FEAST on this

The programme to transform school food
has received a £21 million Government
cash boost. The money funds the School
Food Trust’s programme to 2011, to
improve the food served and increase the
take-up of school meals by working to
change the attitudes of pupils and parents.
And £2 million has been allotted for
the Trust to expand the School FEAST
Network of 16 training centres. Here,

school caterers have hands-on cooking
| PO [ R AR o L N

Learning
outside

How will the new ‘Out
and About’ guidance for
schools enhance learning
outside the classroom?

Anti-bullying guidance

‘Safe to Learn: Embedding Anti-
bullying Work in Schools’ is the new
over-arching anti-bullying guidance
for schools. It includes advice on
cyberbullying and homophobic
bullying, as well as existing guidance
on bullying related to race, religion
and culture. It also details the
relevant legal requirements and
powers for schools. In particular,
the Education and Inspections Act
2006 requires that headteachers must
determine measures on behaviour
and discipline that form the school’s
behaviour policy, in accordance

with the governing body’s statement
of principles.

The guidance can be viewed

at: www.teachernet.gov.uk/
safetolearn/

Rights to education
‘Ensuring Children’s Right to
Education’ is a new publication
offering guidance on the legal
measures available to secure regular
school attendance. This guidance
explains the roles and responsibilities
of parents, schools and the Local
Authority in ensuring children’s
regular school attendance, and the
law relating to their attendance.

It also discusses the range of legal
interventions available to the LA
and, in some circumstances, to the

school as well in order to enforce
school attendance.

The document describes the
procedure for bringing a prosecution
against a parent who has failed to
ensure their child’s regular school
attendance, and explains what
happens at the court hearing and the
sentencing options available to the
court in the event that the parent is
found guilty of an offence.
Available as a free download from
www.publications.teachernet
.gov.uk (ref: DFES-00529-2007).

‘A Guide to the Law’

All governors need to know their
legal responsibilities and how these
fit in with those of the headteacher,
the Local Authority and the Secretary
of State for Children, Schools and
Families. ‘A Guide to the Law for
School Governors 2008’ explains the
law and how it affects governors. It
should be read with the Law and
Guidance sections listed at the end of
each chapter, and any information on
governance from the Local Authority.
The guide is available in Word

or as a PDF at www.governornet.
co.uk — click on ‘Guide to the
Law’ under ‘Topic areas’ in the
left-hand menu. You can also
order it in CD-ROM format

from Prolog (quote ref: 00928-
2007CDO-EN).

d the ‘Out and
unced as part

of the ‘étayiné Safe’ Action Plan in
February) to support high-quality
learning outside the classroom.

What will be different for a school?

The Out and About package is designed to
respond to a number of barriers including
lack of teacher confidence and capability;
too many forms and procedures; and fear

of criminal proceedings in the event of
accidents. The package has two parts. Firstly,
how-to resources will provide a practical
guide so teachers can easily look up what
they need to do to plan and organise a visit,
and follow it up in class. These practical

tools will be underpinned by CPD modules.
Secondly, there will be an easily recognisable

badge for venues and organisations that
provide high-quality services and facilities
for school trips.

Why are school visits important?

Evidence shows that learning outside of the
classroom brings benefits to pupils. It can
help young people to understand and manage
risk, gain deeper subject learning, increase
self-confidence and raise achievement.

How has the new guidance been developed?
The Council for British Teachers Education
Trust has been working with the two DCSF
Manifesto Champions, the Learning Outside
the Classroom National Advisory Group and
the eight sector partnerships on the writing
of the materials. Extensive mapping of
existing resources has been used to support

more than 60 writers in their development.
The how-to guidance will also include
arevised version of the guide, which is
called ‘Health and Safety for Pupils on
Educational Visits’.

How will the ‘quality badges’ system work?
Organisations that host school visits will be
encouraged to qualify for quality badges by
meeting quality and safety criteria. This will
reduce bureaucracy for teachers by helping
to identify places that provide safe, high-
quality learning outside of the classroom.

When will the new guidance come

into effect?

The ‘Out and About’ guidance on school visits
will be available from June 2008, and the
quality badge in September 2008.

governors | www.governornet.co.uk | 5




SPECIAL REPORT

Building
bridges

A DCSF-funded scheme to forge
links between state and independent
sectors shows both sides can benefit

‘ ‘ taft from both schools were able to
share best practice. It was invaluable,

as the project benefited so many young

people,” says Brian Rigby, a school

governor involved in the Independent/
State Schools Partnerships scheme (ISSP). The
programme, which funds collaborative projects
between independent and maintained schools, has
been running for just over a decade. It aims to break
down barriers between state and the private school
systems, and give children more opportunities.

Since its launch, ISSP has given £10 million to more
than 330 partnerships. The 10th round of funding was
announced last November, with a total of £4 million
being made available to partnerships over the next
three years. When Schools Minister Andrew Adonis
announced the latest funding, he said priority would
be given to projects focusing on extra tuition for gifted
and talented pupils, particularly in maths, science and
languages. Governors’ input is important in ensuring

6| governors | www.governornet.co.uk

that such a partnership succeeds. A report
by Ofsted found that, of the partnerships
set up between 2003 and 2004, the
“strongest projects almost always had

the active support of the headteachers, and
the value of partnerships was considerably
enhanced when governors are involved”.
It also said the ISSP had led to “barriers
and negative preconceptions” being
broken down between schools.

In the ninth round, 18 partnerships
received funding totalling £2.2 million.
Successful partnerships included York City,
involving three independent schools and
all of York’s maintained secondary schools.
The partnership has been helping pupils
improve their understanding of the applied
sciences with masterclasses and workshops.

St Saviour’s and St Olave’s Church of
England School in Southwark, London,
have been leading a partnership aimed
at increasing the number of students
choosing modern foreign languages at
GCSE and A level.

The National Council for Educational
Excellence is looking at partnerships
between early years providers, schools
and colleges — including the wide range
of current partnerships and projects
between the independent and maintained
sectors — and will make recommendations
to the Prime Minister this summer. Look
out for developments in a future issue
of Governors. In the meantime, schools
wishing to get involved in the ISSP
scheme should check the Building Bridges
website, as any new funding rounds will
be announced at: www.teachernet.gov.uk/
buildingbridges

CASE STUDY 1:

The Cheshire Partnership

The Cheshire Partnership, made up of six
Cheshire schools, put on Saturday morning
workshops for gifted and talented pupils in
mathematics, science and ICT. The lead
schools were Hoole All Saints Infants
School and the fee-paying Hammond
School. The ‘Bright Sparks’ project ran

for four years and was so successful it
convinced the Local Authority to employ
its own gifted and talented co-ordinator,
to continue providing similar opportunities.
Funding paid for experts who showed
pupils areas of the curriculum in action,
including a scientist who took pupils into

Words: Sue Learner lllustration: Adam Hayes



“This funding helped to give them
opportunities to rise above their
problems and become good citizens”

the woods to teach survival skills. Judith
Sharman, governor and head of Hoole

All Saints Infants, says: “The benefits

have been huge. Students in Year 6 came
from Hammond and supported our Year 2
pupils. One child said: ‘It was the first time
I haven’t thought I was peculiar.” That was
very moving, as she had thought there was
something wrong with her.”

CASE STUDY 2:

The North West Partnership

Staft from Witherslack, an independent
residential special school in Cumbria, gave
lectures to their state school partners on
how to teach children with challenging
behaviour. Brian Rigby, chair of governors
of the West Trafford Learning Partnership,
(a federated governing body for Ashton
on Mersey School and Broadoak School
in Manchester), says: “There are young
people who attend Ashton on Mersey
who have difficulties emanating from their
home lives. This funding helped to give
them opportunities to rise above their
problems and become good citizens.”
Pupils from Witherslack benefited from
Ashton on Mersey’s facilities and coaching,
while Witherslack staff were trained to
provide their pupils with access to a wider
range of sports activities.

Got something to say? Email governors@governorsnewsletter
.co.uk or write to the Editor at Governors, John Brown, 136-142
Bramley Road, London W10 6SR (letters may be edited).

- BESTLETTER
. Dear Editor

. Some governor-recruitment publications suggest that self-development
* towards a position of chair is a major factor in becoming a governor,
- while, in fact, many governors are retired professionals wishing to keep
. their grey cells working for the benefit of the community. .
Younger governors often have limited time to spare, but may be :
. willing to take on a light load of committee work and meetings. The .
¢ value of training and experience is lost each time a governor leaves. :
- A simply worded, honest recruitment pack is a useful aid in avoiding

° the recruitment of fickle candidates.

- Alan King, Governor, Shelthorpe Community School, Loughborough, Leics

M Dear Editor
I volunteered to become a school
community governor nine months
ago and am now considering
resigning. As a ‘critical friend’, I feel
I am viewed as an irritation, and every
question I raise is met with a sigh.
I attend meetings where I am
expected to agree to commission
work from companies whose tenders
are more expensive than others — just
because the school has always used
them. What point is there, then, in
asking other companies to tender?
Where the paint is peeling, the roof
damaged and the building unclean,
they spend valuable resources paying
for contracts that do not deliver.
Name and address supplied

M Dear Editor
I have followed the school uniform
debate with interest. There seems
to be a misunderstanding that
uniform policies need to be elitist
or expensive. Quite the contrary:
uniforms are a leveller, and canny
governors can elect specific simple
uniform guidelines. All that would
require funding is possibly a badge
to sew onto a sweatshirt.
Low-income parents find simple
uniforms (say, black skirt or trousers
and plain sweatshirt with such
a badge) cost-effective, as the child
wears the same thing to school

Communications Directorate, Marketing and Channels

Managing Editor, Communications Directorate: Derek Carpenter For enquiries regarding the Department for
Children, Schools and Families, call 0870 000 2288. Governors is published on behalf of the DCSF by John Brown:
Acting Editor: George Theohari Designer: Adrienne Pitts Account Manager: Christine Cavaleros

John Brown, 136-142 Bramley Road, London W10 6SR  www.johnbrowngroup.co.uk Tel: 020 7565 3000

No responsibility can be accepted for errors or omissions. The information contained in this magazine is correct at the
time of going to press and may be subject to change. All rights reserved. Governors is printed on 100% recycled paper.

every day! In my school, the uniform
flouters are not the children from
low-income families, but the more
affluent wanting to show off their
flashy trainers. Children from low-
income families are comfortable
wearing uniform, as they are not
being judged on fashion.

Helen Sida-Page, Governor, Alburgh
with Denton Primary School, Norfolk

To read more letters, visit »
www.governornet.co.uk/governorsletters

WIN!

Writein
towin £50 -
in book
tokens

The writer of the
Best Letter in the
Autumn Term
issue of Governors
will win £50 worth ¢
of book tokens
from Amazon.
The editor’s
decision is final.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. Prize subject to availability. 2. Prize must
be taken as offered, is not transferable and
cannot be exchanged for a cash equivalent.
3. Correspondence will not be entered into;
judges’ decision is final. 4. No purchase
necessary. 5. Only one letter per school

will be considered for a prize. 6. Authors
of letters will be deemed to have agreed

to be bound by these rules.
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Bankon
success

. Children at The Oaks Primary School

: in Bolton have benefited from

: anumber of important developments
: inthe past three years, thanks to

: parent governor Alice Jedrzejewski.

: As a business support analyst at

: The Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS),

: she secured funding to transform the
:_playground and set up a mini-bank.

How does the school bank work?

Before we set up the scheme, the school sent
letters to parents asking them to come in with
their children and bring some ID if their kids
wanted to open an account. Then I went into
the school with another member of RBS staff
to meet the parents and students who were
interested. The kids were really excited and we
opened about 40 accounts. Now I go into the
school library every Thursday morning and
students come to pay in money.

How have you been involved in the
redevelopment of the playground area?
It’s called the ‘Supergrounds’ project. RBS
does a number of initiatives with school
grounds charity Learning through Landscapes,
which was looking for applications — so
I nominated The Oaks. Our application was
successful, and the school received £4,000 to
improve its outside space.

When we found out we had the funding,
the head sat down with the student council to
talk about how to make the playground more
interesting. They were given a list of equipment
they could buy with the money and chose
a climbing wall, wall-mounted magnetic board
games, a wooden play train and a variety of
playground markings.

How have the children responded to their

new playground?

They were thrilled, because they have never had
this kind of equipment before. My son goes to
the school, so I got all the feedback from him.
It was really good watching the children on the
playground the first day after it was redesigned,
and there was such a buzz in the air.

How have you got members of the community
involved in school life?

I went into the school with 12 of my colleagues
from the bank and we had a Ground Force-style
event to clear up the rest of the grounds. My
colleagues were quite eager to volunteer and we
cleared out a pond that was overgrown and
picked up litter. The after-school gardening
club will maintain the grounds from now on.

What is your proudest achievement

as a governor?

Getting so involved in school life and knowing
I’ve made a difference for the children. The
playground is a lasting legacy, and every time

I walk past I’m able to think that it’s there
because of me.

MORE INFORMATION »
www.supergrounds.com

What areas would you like
to see covered in future
issues of Governors?
Email ideas to:

governornet s

GovernorNet is the one-stop website

for school governors. It provides up-to-
date information about all aspects of school
governance. www.governornet.co.uk

What’s new on GovernorNet

Shine festival

M This summer, schools can take part

in the first Shine festival, joining this
national campaign ‘celebrating the talent
in everyone’. Special events and
celebrations last all week from 30 June.

14-19 learning and skills
M The DCSF has recently announced the
consortia approved to offer the Diploma
from 20009. This covers five new subjects as
well as the five starting in September 2008.

Teachers TV

annual report

M The Teachers TV Board of Governors
has published its third Annual Report
about the progress of Teachers TV during
the channel’s third operating year.

Need help and advice?
GovernorLine is a free advice line that
offers information and professional
support to governors. Call 08000 722181
or visit www.governorline.info

W Governors on tape: visually impaired
governors can listen to Governors on audio
tape. For a free tape, contact Susie Fisher
at a2i on 0117 973 6013 or email her at
susie.fisher@az2i.co.uk

M Like more copies? Call 0845 602 2260
(and quote reference 00381-2008MAG-EN).

Interview: Katy Ward Photography: Peter Guenzel
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SUBSCRIBE TO GOVERNORS: To receive your FREE copy of Governors at home, simply call

(freephone) 0800 035 1464 or email subs@governorsnewsletter.co.uk




